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EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

WHY?

WHAT?
We work towards our vision in
• the day school of Shikshaniketan in the village of Tilonia,
Rajasthan catering to around 400 students
• a residential bridge school in Singla, Rajasthan catering
to around 65 students
• digital night schools meant for 2000+ marginalized
children spread across 12 states of India.
The digital night school model is our solution for quality
digital education for remote communities that overcomes
the requirement of electricity, connectivity, as well as of
pedagogical or digital qualification of the teacher.
As a part of our delivery model, the curriculum is piloted in our
model rural school and centre of excellence, Shikshaniketan.
This curriculum is further customised to suit children with
different learning levels in the Singla bridge school and
thereafter for delivery in a low-resource context in the solar
digital night schools.

HOW

CAN YOU CONTRIBUTE?
Our strategic focus this year is on curriculum development and teacher
capacity building. In this context, we have several small projects for which
we would want to invite interns to stay and work out of our residential
bridge school - Singla campus.

List of suggested contributions:

-

Help rural kids develop a foundational understanding of practical
English literacy.
Science, Technology, Environment, Arts and Mathematics (STEAM)
teacher who conducts science experiments and makes integrated
projects with children.
Information Technology teacher who helps children gain basic
understanding of technology.
Sports and Arts (dance, theatre & music) teacher to make effective
use of creativity and physical fitness hours and encourage gender
balance in the process.

Please note that our residential school is equipped with a computer lab,
solar projector and tablets, a science lab and an extensive set of English
teaching resources that can be utilised by the volunteers.
The above are indicative projects. More project possibilities might shape up
or can be explored if an intern has an idea that aligns with the strategic
priorities of the organization.

WE WANT YOU TO

EXPERIENCE
BAREFOOT WAY OF LIFE

• All interns shall be staying in the residential bridge school at Singla,
Rajasthan
• Accommodation conditions are minimal, shared and self-service,
although safe. It is the winter season in Rajasthan and hence, it’s
significantly cold at night, and internet connectivity is not high-speed. The
challenge of working in remote parts is a part of the experience of
interning with Barefoot College.
• The internship opportunity is an exciting platform to work with grassroots
leaders and inspiring individuals like Mr. Bunker Roy. We do not seek
individuals who are seeking out a monetary compensation during this
period.
• We expect a minimum commitment of 2 months. The volunteers are
expected to provide 15 days of pre-engagement and 15 days of postengagement remotely to ensure the most effective utilisation of time at
the school.
• Nominal charges for volunteering is expected to be an all-inclusive Rs.
2,500/- per month and transport/medical/other personal expenses are at
actuals to be borne by the intern. At the end of the volunteering term, the
nominal charge can be waived for volunteers with significant
contribution to the school. We assure you though; Barefoot College is a
world of opportunities with a rich volunteer ecosystem that goes
beyond stipend earnings.

WE WANT YOU TO

EXPERIENCE
BAREFOOT WAY OF LIFE

• All of the above mentioned contributions have some level of
pre-work already done by Barefoot associates and the interns
are expected to provide their leadership, innovative
thinking, design and pedagogical knowledge to bring them
to quality implementation. Interns shall have high degree of
freedom and ownership to innovate and improve to create
high impact solutions. Barefoot College is committed to utilize
all these solutions for the education of underprivileged
children and hence, the work of the interns shall have a
ground-breaking impact in the long term.
• Barefoot College does not issue any certificate for work by the
foundational principle of Mr. Bunker Roy. However, if for
formalities with any organization or for any future purposes, an
intern needs a supporting letter or recommendation, we shall
be glad to write in the same based on the significant work that
he or she has done.
• Barefoot college shall own the content created under the
internship. It shall acknowledge the intern’s contribution in
all cases.

WRITE TO US
If you have any questions and interested in interning,
please contact us on,
Education Department
education@barefootcollege.org

Daniel Rudolph
daniel@barefootcollege.org
Whatsapp : +91- 6376494259

who are we?
(annexure)

BAREFOOT COLLEGE EDUCATION
THE HISTORY
In the 1960s, when the initial education interventions of Barefoot College were envisioned, the
community’s dire need was for access to child education. Many Indian rural children were not able to
attend school during the day due to family responsibilities such as farming, livestock breeding and
household chores. Others were unable to attend due to distance, social norms or barriers such as not
allowing girls to attend school away from home.
It is for children from such underprivileged communities, that Barefoot College pioneered the Solar
Bridge School model, popularly referred to as Night Schools – Children who are not enrolled in formal
education between the ages of 6 and 14 gather at night to learn by the light of solar lanterns. Barefoot
trains motivated individuals from the village to become community teachers who can provide hands on,
practical education to children in an informal environment that utilizes innovative learning tools to
teach literacy, democratic values, environmental sustainability, and mathematic and scientific skills.
Barefoot also runs Bridge transition schools that allow children who have not been previously enrolled in
the formal education system to catch up with their peers in just 10 months, then continue their
education in the formal school system. We also set up balwadis (rural crèche) so that young children
have a safe and engaging learning environment while their mothers work.
OUR IMPACT THROUGH HISTORY
Rural Crèches: With over 40 balwadis led by balsevikas (rural crèche teachers), this programme benefits
more than 1,500 families annually.
Night Schools: Since the model’s inception, it has educated more than 75,000 children - 65% girls. More
than 40% have integrated back into State secondary schools. More than 14,000 grassroots teachers after
participating in our comprehensive teachers-training program, have been hired into the State School
system permanently.
As we are successful to bridge children to mainstream education, the night school need not continue in
the community anymore. As such, while we were running 225 night schools at one point in time, today
we only run 50 such schools for extremely remote communities who still have no access to education.
Our impact studies show that 30% of our night school alumni are engaged in professions that would not
have been possible but for the education they received. 85% of the night school student gradates choose
to stay and find work in their own villages, rather than migrating to urban areas. This is in alignment
with our vision of creating a local economy in the rural sphere.
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Our schools include an innovative Children’s Parliament programme where students actively participate
in a democratic process inculcating values like leadership, critical thinking, and standing up for rights
and against exploitation, with proven impact through children-led campaigns and positive action.
Some of the Notable Works by Position Holders of the Children’s Parliament:
-

Devkaran, Speaker (1998-2001): Motivated the community to install and maintain a drinking water
pipeline across the entire village.

-

Santra Devi, Home Minister (1996-1998): Fought with the local governance bodies and negotiated
with the District Collector to set up a permanent location for the school run by Barefoot College.

-

Ram Pyari, Prime Minister (1998 - 2000): Closed down a factory abusing children for work to set up
a Sewing Industry in her village

-

Neraj Devi, Prime Minister (2009-2012): Set up Children’s Rights Policy in Barefoot College to
highlight responsibilities of a common man

-

Jetu Devi, Prime Minister (2006-2009): Closed down several local Liqueur establishments to curb
violence on women

Shikshaniketan: Since its inception in 1988 as an experimental primary school on our campus in Tilonia,
Rajasthan, our day school programme has grown to include nearly 500 children (including 203 girls) in
partnership with Shiksha Niketan school.
Bridge Transition School: Over the past 30 years, more than 4,000 children—including 1,250 girls—have
chosen to continue their formal education after the Bridge course, often continuing onto college.
Advocacy: The Barefoot College model has been an example for other organizations to follow. The night
school model for non-formal education has been replicated throughout the nation and beyond in various
forms. The concept of training grassroots individuals as community teachers led to the formulation of
the hugely successful Shikshakarmi policy by the Government of Rajasthan. Another initiative taken up
jointly by SIDA, Government of India and that of Rajasthan, Lok Jumbish (people’s movement) aimed at
education for all including women, lower castes and poorer sections of the society and was inspired by
the Barefoot College night school model. The Children’s Parliament initiative has been incorporated in
the workshop followed throughout the nation by the Ministry of Women and Child Development.

-
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THE PRESENT CONTEXT
Evolving from the 40 years deep experience of running immensely successful night schools for 75,000+
children, the Solar Digital Night School model is a complete solution for quality digital non-formal
education for remote off grid underprivileged communities. Our model is a direct response to the 2015
SDG goal “Quality Education for All” that includes:
•

Solar digital learning tools - Edu-box Solar projector, tablets & offline content repository

•

A locally customizable curriculum with a pro-girl rural STEAM learning approach

•

A teachers training module that demystifies technology and builds teachers from grassroots

•

A M&E module which remotely tracks improvements of learning levels of every child

The Barefoot College Education model attempts to address the fundamental shortcomings of formal
education, thereby showcasing a standard that is contextual, effective, sustainable and scalable.
Our Vision in Education: We want to nurture our learners to become creative, introspecting,
confident individuals with a tolerant view towards diversity, pride towards their heritage, equipped
to be leaders of the future with academic, vocational and other capabilities to be able to make
positive sustainable choices.
We want to create future Barefoot leaders empowered to steer and advance development of their
own communities.
We are able to achieve this through our experience of more than 35 years whereby we have been able to
develop a thorough and effective curriculum that builds on the state syllabus to incorporate an STEAM
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Mathematics) approach contextual for rural communities
focusing on learning by doing. Beyond rural STEAM, the curriculum includes modules on principles of our
organization - environment/sustainability, gender/diversity, social justice, health and leadership.
As a part of our delivery model, the curriculum is piloted in our model rural school and centre of
excellence, Shikshaniketan. This curriculum is further customised to suit delivery in a low-resource
context and for children with lower learning levels in the solar digital night schools.
With roughly one-fourth of the world’s rural population still without access to electricity, the Barefoot
College Digital Night School model has evolved to be a critical solution for quality digital education for
the last mile anywhere in the world beyond barriers of energy access, connectivity and availability of
qualified teachers in remote underprivileged communities.

