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"In SierraLeone,refrigerationfor im
munizationproductsis mostlydoneby
solar electrified equipment," he said.
"Bringing solar light to villages has
madeaworld of difference.''

Nongovernmentalorganizationsare
playinga centralrole inspreadingword
oftheprogramandimplementingit out
sideIndia.

In 2006,ChristeleAdedjoumon,aBen
in-born energy project manager with
the BenineseAssociationfor Mobiliza
tion and Development,a nonprofit or
ganizationfoundedin 1992,visited the
BarefootCollege.

Ratherthan give the peoplea fish, it
teachesthemhowto fish,"

The followingyear,two womenfrom
Hon,a remotevillagesouthof Cotonou,
Benin'smain city,were selectedby Ms.
AdedjoumonandMr.Royto train at the
college.

"Rural womenhavelittle powerand
selfconfidence,"Ms. Adedjoumonsaid.
"Trainee selectionis oftendifficult be
causetheir husbandsarereluctantto let
their womenleave."

Still,thetraining theBeninesewomen
receivedturnedouttobealife-changing
experiencefor them andfor their com
munity.

In 2009,with the help of its two new
solarengineers,308solarsystemswere
installedin Hon to light upabout 3,000
households.

Accordingto Ms. Adedjoumon,each
subscribinghouseholdpaysaboutS3.30,
amonth.

The money is used to maintain the
equipment,purchasedistilledwater for
thebatteriesandpaytheengineers.

"The grandmothersarealwayspaida
salaryassolarengineers,"Mr.Roysaid.
"The communityrecognizesthe value
oftheservicetheyprovide."

"The schoolsnow have good,clean
lighting, the streets are lit, the entire
faceofthevillagehaschanged,"Ms.Ad
edjoumonsaid.

Accordingto Ms.Adedjoumon,efforts
by the Beninesegovernmentto install
andoperatesolarpanelsinotherpartsof
thecountry havelargelyfailed,because
city-basedengineerswill notventureout
to remotevillagesto repairequipment.

In February,twomoregrandmothers
wereselectedfromZalime,avillagenear
Hon,totrain thissummerat thecollege.

"We will set the examplethat solar
energycanbea successin Benin,''Ms.
Adedjoumonsaid.

In the meantime,Mr. Roycontinues
totrain womenacrossAfrica.

Lastyear,hewassummonedby Ern
estBai Koroma,the presidentof Sierra
Leone,to starta trainingprogramthere.

Today,constructionof the first Bare
footCollegetrainingcenterinSierraLe
oneis under way.Mr. Royis selecting
the first 150grandmothers who will
train thereto becomesolarengineers.

In his closingremarks at the Doha
conference,Mr. Roy quoted Mahatma
Gandhi: "First they ignore you, then
they laughat you, then they fight you
andthenyouwin."

"The solar engineer grandmothers have
proven that the impossible is possible."

NortiDevi,left,a
solarcookerengi
neerwhoreceived
trainingfrom
BarefootCollege,
teachesaprogram
participanthowto
useasolarcooktop
atthecollegecam
pus,wheremore
than140African
womenhavebeen
trained.Thewom
enhaveprovided
solarpowerto9,118
remotehomesin 21
Africancountries.
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